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Welcome to the 
OPAT Regional 
Workshops 2026
Workshops will take place between 
June - September 2026.

BSAC are delighted to welcome you 
to this one-day regional workshop on 
Outpatient Parenteral Antimicrobial 
Therapy (OPAT). 

The OPAT initiative is a multi-
stakeholder project that supports, 
guides and encourages the 
establishment of standardised OPAT 
services throughout and where ever 
the need may arise. This workshop is 
bringing together OPAT experts and we 

hope that you take the opportunity to 
share expertise, discuss success stories 
and learn about upcoming challenges 
in the OPAT setting.

BSAC is very grateful to the range of 
companies present for their support 
of the workshops which enable us to 
keep registration fees to a minimum. 
We would encourage you, if you feel 
able, to please support our sponsors 
by visiting their stands during the 
networking breaks.

This workshop is CPD accredited and a link to download your certificate 
will be sent via email after the conference closes.

The BSAC OPAT Regional Workshops are supported by the pharmaceutical 
industry through sponsorship and exhibition packages. Sponsorship is 
restricted to the purchase of exhibition space. Sponsors have had no influence 
over the development of the scientific programme, including the selection of 
speakers or meeting content. Any sessions developed with sponsor input will 
be clearly identified within the programme. A full list of confirmed sponsors for 
the BSAC OPAT Regional Workshops is available in the sponsor section.

Follow us on:
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0930
Registration

1000
Welcome and introduction
Andrew Seaton, NHS Greater Glasgow  
and Clyde 

1005
BSAC OPAT Initiative overview – 
Where are we now?
Mark Gilchrist, Imperial College Healthcare 
NHS Trust

LOCAL DISCUSSION  
(PART 1)
Chair: Dr Vhairi Bateman, NHS Grampian

1020
OPAT/COpAT in Scotland
Andrew Seaton, NHS Greater Glasgow  
and Clyde 

1035
Vulnerable adults, OPAT and beyond
Claire MacKintosh, NHS Lothian

1050
From OPAT recommendations to 
OPAT competencies: what are OPAT 
clinicians actually doing?
Ann Noble, NHS Lanarkshire

1105
OPAT nursing in Scotland – 
challenges and opportunities
Claire Vallance, NHS Greater Glasgow  
and Clyde

1120
Q&A

1130
Break

LOCAL DISCUSSION  
(PART 2)
Chair: Alison MacDonald, NHS Highland

1200
Linezolid and OPAT/COpAT. What 
have we learned?
Lee Stewart, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde

1212
Facts over fear: oral therapy  
for infective endocarditis
Nik Rae, NHS Tayside

1224
Potential Utility and Cost 
Effectiveness of Elastomeric  
Devices in pOPAT
Louise Rankin, Universoity of Glasgow 

1236
Improving prescription supply  
in Lanarkshire
Rebecca Ritchie, NHS Lanarkshire

1248
How can the virtual hospital  
support OPAT?
Neil Ritchie, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

1300
Q&A

1310
Lunch
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SPOTLIGHT ON...
Monitoring complex oral 
antimicrobial therapy
Chair: Andrew Seaton, NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde

1400
Developing a COPAT Clinic  
in NHS Lothian
Lorna Masson & Katie McIntyre, NHS Lothian

1412
Introductory talk: How to monitor 
complex orals efficiently, 
pragmatically and safely
Fiona Robb, SAPG

1430
Discussion of local issues, sharing 
experience and best practice

1545
Summary & closing remarks
Andrew Seaton, NHS Greater Glasgow  
and Clyde
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Vhairi Bateman
NHS Grampian

Vhairi graduated from Dundee 
University in 2003 and completed 
Infectious Diseases/Medical 
Microbiology joint training in 2017. 
Since then she has worked as a 
consultant in NHS Grampian where 
she is the chair of the antimicrobial 
prescribing group and the lead for 
OPAT having re-established the 
service in 2022.

Mark Gilchrist
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust  

Mark is a Consultant Pharmacist 
Infectious Diseases & Head 
of Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Programme at Imperial College 
Healthcare NHS Trust.
He is a council member of 
British Society of Antimicrobial 
Chemotherapy and co-chairs its  
UK OPAT Initiative. He is Professor  
of Practice (Infectious Diseases)  
at Imperial College London, together 
with being a spokesman on 
antimicrobials and fellow of the  
Royal Pharmaceutical Society.
Mark has particular interests in 
antimicrobial stewardship around 

improving systems and processes 
that affect local, national and 
international AMR. His clinical  
interests include OPAT, tuberculosis 
and critical care.
Postgraduate education includes an 
MSc and non-medical independent 
prescribing status and he was 
recently awarded the NHS Leadership 
Academy Nye Bevan Award in 
executive healthcare leadership. 
He is a past chair of the UK Clinical 
Pharmacy Association - Pharmacy 
Infection Network (UKCPA PIN) and 
was awarded RPS Faculty Fellowship 
(Infection) in 2013.
He has delivered many lectures and 
workshops on AMS both at national 
and international level and has 
published around his areas of interest.

Alison MacDonald
NHS Highland

Alison is a clinical pharmacist, with 
over 30 years of hospital pharmacy 
practice in large teaching and district 
general hospitals. Clinical experience 
includes paediatrics and maternity, 
general medicine, psychiatry, 
general surgery and critical care. 
Since January 2008, she has been 
Area Antimicrobial Pharmacist for 
NHS Highland and is the professional 
secretary of the board Antimicrobial 
Management Team. A key aspect of 
her role is to develop and promote the 
antimicrobial stewardship programme 
across NHS Highland and she has been 
an integral part of the NHS Highland 
OPAT service since inception in 2012.
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Claire MacKintosh
NHS Lothian

Dr Claire Mackintosh is Associate 
Medical Director Medicine, Western 
General Hospital, NHS Lothian & 
Clinical Lead, NHS Lothian OPAT. In 
2011 she developed NHS Lothian OPAT 
service. She has been Clinical Director 
of the Regional Infectious Disease Unit 
in NHS Lothian since 2016. She has a 
special interest in Inclusion health and 
expanding access to healthcare.

Lorna Masson
NHS Lothian

Lorna is a Lead Pharmacist for the 
Regional Infectious Diseases Unit  
at the Western General Hospital, 
Edinburgh with a particular focus  
on OPAT/COPAT.
She graduated from the University 
of Strathclyde in 2016 and, following 
a brief period of training in Carlisle, 
worked as a pharmacist in Oxford 
University Hospitals in various 
specialities including ID, Ambulatory 
Medicine and OPAT before joining NHS 
Lothian in 2025.
Her interests include treating patients 
closer to home and antimicrobial 
stewardship.

Ann Noble
NHS Lanarkshire

Dr Ann Noble is a Consultant in 
Infectious Diseases and General 
Medicine in NHS Lanarkshire and 
Honorary Clinical Associate Professor 
at the University of Glasgow. She 
trained in Medicine at Cambridge 
and Oxford, and undertook specialist 
training and a PhD in Immunology in 
Birmingham. She was appointed as 
Consultant in Infectious Diseases in 
Sheffield in 2002, before moving to NHS 
Lanarkshire in 2014. She has an interest 
in Medical Leadership and undertook 
a MSc at Sheffield Hallam University 
as well as holding several medical 
leadership roles.
Ann set up the Sheffield OPAT service 
and now leads the OPAT service in NHS 
Lanarkshire. She has published widely 
on OPAT and chaired the UK adult 
Good Practice Recommendations 
(GPRs) in 2012, and the updated adult/
paediatric GPRs in 2019 and 2026.

Nik Rae
NHS Tayside

Nik trained in Infectious Diseases 
and General Medicine in Scotland, 
subsequently being appointed in 2017 
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as Consultant in Infectious Diseases at 
Ninewells Hospital and Medical School, 
Dundee. He has served as clinical lead 
for the ID service since 2020 and has 
a range of interests including blood 
borne viruses and infections in people 
who inject drugs.

Louise Rankin
University of Glasgow

Louise is currently a 4th year medical 
student at the University of Glasgow. 
She completed her intercalated degree 
in 2025, attaining a BSc in Clinical 
Medicine, with a specialist interest in 
Global Health.
She recently undertook a student 
selected placement in the Department 
of Paediatric Infectious Diseases & 
Immunology at the Royal Hospital for 
Children, Glasgow, where she carried 
out a research project on the centre's 
pOPAT service.

Neil Ritchie
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Neil is a consultant in infectious 
diseases and acute medicine at the 
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital 
in Glasgow. He has an interest in 

management of acute infections in 
ambulatory care and attends the busy 
orthopaedic implant infection MDT.

Rebecca Ritchie
NHS Lanarkshire 

Rebecca Ritchie is the OPAT 
Pharmacist for NHS Lanarkshire. She 
has over 20 years' experience as the 
Lead Surgical Pharmacist in University 
Hospital Wishaw before joining the 
OPAT team in August 2024. Rebecca is 
leading the pharmaceutical aspects 
of the expansion of the OPAT service 
across Lanarkshire

Fiona Robb
SAPG

Fiona Robb is an antimicrobial 
pharmacist in NHS Greater 
Glasgow & Clyde and has over 10 
years experience in antimicrobial 
stewardship and loves the variety 
the job brings. Fiona has a particular 
interest in Outpatient Parenteral 
Antimicrobial Therapy (OPAT) and is  
a member of the Scottish Antimicrobial 
Prescribing Group (SAPG) OPAT 
subgroup which supports the delivery 
and expansion of OPAT services in  
NHS Scotland.
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Andrew Seaton
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde  

Andrew graduated from Aberdeen in 
1989 and trained in General Medicine/ 
infectious diseases in Dundee and 
Papua New Guinea. He was appointed 
consultant physician in Glasgow in 
2000 and he is an Honorary Professor 
in the University of Glasgow. He 
established and leads the NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde OPAT service and 
Antimicrobial Management Team. 
He Chairs the Scottish Antimicrobial 
Prescribing Group and represents 
Scottish OPAT teams on the Scottish 
Government Hospital at Home service 
expert advisory group. Andrew is the 
current President of BSAC, he co-leads 
the BSAC OPAT initiative and co-
produced the BSAC OPAT MOOC on 
future learn. He has >170 peer reviewed 
publications.

Lee Stewart
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Lee graduated from the University 
of Strathclyde (BSc Pharmacy, PhD 
Medicinal Chemistry) and has worked 
as a clinical pharmacist at the George 
Eliot Hospital (Nuneaton), Guy’s 

& St Thomas’ Hospitals (London) 
and Glasgow Royal Infirmary. 
He is currently employed as an 
Antimicrobials Pharmacist at the 
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital 
(Glasgow) and, as part of this role, has 
been providing pharmaceutical care 
to OPAT patients since 2015.

Claire Vallance
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde

Claire graduated from the University  
of Glasgow in 2005. After a short 
time in surgical wards, she moved to 
OPAT in Greater Glasgow & Clyde, in a 
Clinical Nurse Specialist role in 2009.
She became a non-medical  
prescriber in 2015 and in 2016 she took 
over as Lead Clinical Nurse Specialist 
for the OPAT service in Greater 
Glasgow & Clyde.
In 2020 she left to undertake her 
Advanced Nurse Practitioner training 
which she completed in 2021 and 
returned to the Glasgow OPAT service 
in 2022 in the role of OPAT ANP.



Join our
mission 
to build the world’s 
most dynamic 
community of 
infection experts

Share our
vision 
a world where the 
infection workforce 
is equipped to save 
and improve lives

Did you know BSAC
Membership is free?
We’re building the world’s 
most dynamic community 
of infection experts. Join us!

www.bsac.org.uk/membership

Extensive 
open-access 
education and 
stewardship 
resources

Inform and 
influence 
global policy

Read, share, 
and publish 
in our leading 
journals: JAC 
and JAC-AMR

Connect with 
the international 
antimicrobial 
community
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Every day, millions of patients and 
caregivers rely on Baxter’s leading 
portfolio of critical care, nutrition, 
renal, hospital and surgical products. 
For 90 years, we’ve been operating 
at the critical intersection where 
innovations that save and sustain 
lives meet the healthcare providers 
that make it happen. With products, 
technologies and therapies available 
in more than 100 countries, Baxter’s 
employees worldwide are now 
building upon the company’s rich 
heritage of medical breakthroughs 
to advance the next generation 
of transformative healthcare 
innovations.
For more information about Baxter 
visit www.baxterhealthcare.co.uk ,
www.baxterhealthcare.ie or follow  
us on LinkedIn.
Baxter is a registered trademark  
of Baxter International Inc.

As one of the world's leading medical 
technology companies, B. Braun 
protects and improves the health  
of people around the world.
For over 180 years, the family- 
owned company has been 
accelerating progress in healthcare 
with pioneering spirit and 
groundbreaking contributions.  
This innovative strength continues 
to be the foundation of B. Braun's 
success today—always with the  
goal of improving clinical outcomes, 
cost of care and patient benefits. 

With over 66,000 employees sharing 
expertise worldwide, B. Braun is a true 
partner, developing smart solutions 
and setting standards to drive 
advancements in healthcare.

 

Eumedica is an independant and 
international pharmaceutical 
company that aims to ensure medical 
care continuity. We offer an extensive 
range of products and services, 
covering healthcare stakeholders' 
needs, in two domains of expertise:
-	� A comprehensive logistics service 

for worldwide clinical trial supplies 
and authorised human medicines

-	� Marketing and distributing 
pharmaceutical products

Napp Pharmaceuticals Limited is part 
of Mundipharma, a global healthcare 
company dedicated to bringing 
innovative treatments to patients in 
infectious disease and other severe 
and debilitating disease areas. Our 
guiding principles, centred around 
Integrity and Patient-Centricity,  
are at the heart of everything we do.

For more information visit  
www.napp.co.uk
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Tillotts Pharma UK Ltd was 
established in March 2010. with 
a clear focus on optimising the 
portfolio of gastrointestinal (GI) 
health products. With over 30 
years’ expertise in developing and 
manufacturing treatments for 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), we 
understand the disease, the market 
and the challenges GI healthcare 
professionals and patients face. 
Tillotts Pharma UK is a market leader 
in GI health products. Tillotts Pharma 
UK strive to be the preferred partner 
in GI health and are committed 
to supporting the NHS to improve 
outcomes for patients.



www.bsac.org.uk

Founded in 1971, the British Society for 
Antimicrobial Chemotherapy (BSAC) is 
committed to addressing the growing threat 
of drug resistant infections – one of leading 
global causes of death.
As one of the world’s largest networks 
of infection specialists, BSAC works with 
a wide range of stakeholders, including 
researchers, scientists, health care providers, 
policymakers, and industry leaders to support 
their work and help them reach a global 
audience.
BSAC’s renowned publications are among 
the foremost international journals in 
antimicrobial research, whilst its commitment 
to scientific excellence is reflected in a varied 
programme of events, training, accreditation 
and free educational resources.


